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The National Weather Service defines a tornado as a narrow, violently 
rotating column of air that extends from the base of a thunderstorm to the 
ground.  Tornadoes are capable of completely destroying well-made 
structures, uprooting trees, and hurling objects through the air like deadly 
missiles.   
Be Weather Ready!  

 Know where you’ll get your weather-related information from.  Have 
a NOAA weather radio, or sign-up for text alerts.   

 Know the difference between a tornado watch and a tornado 
warning.   

 Know where you’ll go when a tornado warning is issued.   

At Your House:  Go to your basement, safe room, or an interior 
room away from windows. 

At Work or School:  Follow your tornado drill and proceed to 
your tornado shelter quickly and calmly.  Stay away from 
windows and do not go to large open rooms such as cafeterias, 
gymnasiums, or auditoriums. 

Outside:  Seek shelter inside a sturdy building immediately.  
Mobile homes, sheds and storage facilities are not safe.   

In a Vehicle:  Being in a vehicle during a tornado is not safe.  
The best course of action is to drive to the closest shelter.  If you 
are unable to make it to a safe shelter, either get down in your 
car and cover your head, or abandon your car and seek shelter in 
a low-lying area such as a ditch or ravine. 

Source:  National Weather Service 

Alert Iowa  
Register at:  www.smart911.com to receive emergency 
notifications including weather related warnings and hazardous 
materials, law enforcement, and shelter in place information. 

Tornado Watch:  Be Prepared!   
Tornadoes are possible in and near the watch area.  Review and 
discuss your emergency plans and check supplies and your safe 
room.  Be ready to act quickly if a warning is issued or you 
suspect a tornado is approaching. 
 
Tornado Warning:  Take Action!   
A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar.  
There is imminent danger to life and property. 
 

Tornado Season? 
Tornadoes in Iowa are most common in spring 
and summer months, but can occur at any time of 
the year.   

Scan the QR code to read about 
our record setting severe storms 
and extreme winds on December 
15, 2021.  As of January 7, 2022 
there were a record total of 61 
confirmed tornados that 
occurred in Iowa during the 
December 15th event. 
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Severe Thunderstorm Safety 

Thunder & Lightning 

Severe Weather Awareness 

 If you are outdoors: 

 No place outside is safe when thunderstorms are in the 
area! 

 If you hear thunder, lightning is close enough to strike 
you. 

 When you hear thunder, immediately move to a safe 
shelter/building or metal-topped vehicle with windows 
up. 

 Stay in safe shelter at least 30 minutes after you hear 
the last sound of thunder. 

If you are caught outside with no safe shelter: 

 Immediately get off elevated areas such as hills, etc. 
 Never lie flat on the ground. 
 Never shelter under an isolated tree. 
 Immediately get out and away from bodies of water. 

 

The National Weather Service defines severe thunderstorms as storms that are capable of producing hail that is an inch or 
larger or wind gusts over 58 mph.  Hail of this size can damage property such as plants, roofs, and vehicles.  Wind this strong is 
able to break off large branches, knock over trees or cause structural damage to trees.  Thunderstorms can also produce 
tornadoes and dangerous lightning; heavy rain can cause flash flooding. 
 

Be Prepared! 
 Know where you’ll get your weather-related information from.  Have a NOAA weather radio, or sign-up for text alerts.  
 Know the difference between a severe thunderstorm watch and a severe thunderstorm warning.   
 Know where you’ll go when a severe thunderstorm warning is issued.   

Severe Thunderstorm Watch:  Be Prepared!  
Severe thunderstorms are possible in and near 
the watch area.  Stay informed and be ready to 
act if a severe thunderstorm warning is issued. 
 
Severe Thunderstorm Warning:  Take 
Action!   
Severe weather has been reported by spotters 
or indicated by radar.  Warnings indicate 
imminent danger to life and property.  Take 
shelter in a substantial building.   

At Your House:  Go to your basement, safe room, or an interior room away 
from windows. 
At Work or School:  Stay away from windows and do not go to large open 
rooms such as cafeterias, gymnasiums, or auditoriums. 
Outside:  Go inside a sturdy building immediately if severe thunderstorms 
are approaching.  Sheds and storage facilities are not safe.  Taking shelter 
under a tree can be deadly, the tree may fall on you.  Standing under a tree 
also puts you at greater risk of getting struck by lightning.   
In a Vehicle:  Being in a vehicle during severe thunderstorms is safer than 
being outside; however, drive to the closest secure shelter if there is 
sufficient time.  Source:  National Weather Service 

Iowa’s Severe Weather Awareness Week is March 21-25, 2022.  This week is an annual event to remind Iowans that severe 
weather is part of living in our state.  Understanding the risks and how to respond to them can save lives.  Everyone should 
have a plan in place and this plan should be practiced in the event of a severe storm.  Take a few minutes of your time and 
designate the safety “go to” locations for you and your family. 
 

Iowa’s statewide tornado drill is scheduled for Wednesday, March 23, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.  For more information on how to 
prepare for severe weather, go to www.weather.gov/safety 

 If you are indoors: 

 Stay off corded phones, computers and other electrical 
equipment that put you in direct contact with electricity. 

 Avoid plumbing.  Do not wash your hands, take a shower 
or wash dishes. 

 Stay away from windows and doors.  Stay off porches. 
 Do not lie on concrete floors, and do not lean against 

concrete walls. 
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Build an Emergency Supply Kit 

Weather Radio 
For additional protection from severe weather, consider purchasing a weather radio with battery backup.  In 
the event of a weather emergency, a weather radio can alert you to a life-threatening event and give you 
extra time to prepare, shelter in place or evacuate if necessary.   
 

FEMA’s “Ready” Campaign educates and empowers Americans to take some simple steps 
to prepare for and respond to potential emergencies, including those from natural hazards 
and man-made disasters.  “Ready” asks individuals to do three key things:  get an 
emergency supply kit, make a family emergency plan, and be informed about the different 
types of emergencies that could occur and appropriate responses.   
 
Everyone should have some basic supplies on hand in order to survive several days if an emergency occurs.  This list of 
emergency supply kit items is only a starting point.  It is important that individuals review this list and consider the unique 
needs of their family, including pets, for items to include.  Individuals should also consider having at least two emergency 
supply kits, one full kit at home and smaller portable kits in the workplace, vehicle or other places they spend time. 

 

Recommended Items to Include in a Basic Emergency Supply Kit 
 Water and non-perishable food for several days 
 Extra cell phone battery or charger 
 Battery-powered or hand crank radio that can receive NOAA Weather Radio tone alerts and extra batteries 
 First aid kit 
 Whistle to signal for help 
 Dust mask to help filter contaminated air and plastic sheeting and duct tape to shelter-in-place 
 Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation 
 Non-sparking wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 
 Can opener (if kit contains canned foods) 
 Local maps 

 

Additional Items to Consider Adding to an Emergency Supply Kit 
 Prescription medications and glasses 
 Infant formula and diapers 
 Pet food, water and supplies for your pet 
 Important family documents such as copies of insurance policies, identification and bank account records in a portable 

waterproof container 
 Cash and change 
 Emergency reference material such as a first aid book or information from Ready.gov 
 Sleeping bag or warm blanket for each person.  Consider additional bedding if you live in a cold-weather climate. 
 Complete change of clothing including a long-sleeved shirt, long pants and sturdy shoes.  Consider additional clothing 

if you live in a cold-weather climate. 
 Fire extinguisher 
 Matches in a waterproof container 
 Feminine supplies, personal hygiene items and hand sanitizer 
 Mess kits, paper cups, plates and disposable utensils, paper towels 
 Paper and pencil 
 Books, games, puzzles or other activities for children 

 
Source:  www.ready.gov 
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Turn Around – Don’t Drown! 

Is Your Property in a Flood Zone? 
 
1. Scan the QR code with your phone to access the 

FEMA Flood Map Service Center. 
 

2. Type your address in the designated box and press 
“Search”. 

 

3. Your search results will show your address 
location on the flood map. 

 

 

With the installation of the inflatable 
dam and the improvements to the dry 
run, Waverly has seen a dramatic 
reduction in flooding events.  Even 
with the improvements flooded 
roadways can still happen.   
 

This photo was taken in Waverly on 
August 30, 2021. Be aware - pay 
attention to flood forecasts and 
conditions.  Turn Around – Don’t 
Drown! 


