Waverly Public Library

1500 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly, lowa 50677-2836
phone 319-352-1223 fax 319-352-0872
email smeyer@waverly.lib.ia.us
webpage http://www.waverlyia.com

October 30, 2017

Dear Mayor Infelt and Council Members,

As the 2016-17 fiscal year came to a close, we look back on a very productive year and
a very exciting summer! The road project on Bremer Avenue in front of the Library
did not dampen the 2017 summer reading program attendance. In fact, during the
months of June, July, and August, the Library saw 1700 more people than during that
same time period in 2016. People found their way to the Library!

In August we made an important move with our computer network & our servers.
The SirsiDynix ILS (integrated library system) that houses all of the data for each
item in the collection as well as our patron data, was moved to a SirsiDynix server
farm, so we now have remote access to our server which is under the care of
professionals who will handle all the upgrades. This will save us the capital costs of
replacing the server every 6-8 years and will also free our technology staff up to work
on the many demands of providing public internet access and digital resources.

A shift in staffing took place in 2016-17 which helps the library run more efficiently.
Instead of filling an open position for a part-time librarian, we were able to find a
budget-neutral way of hiring four circulation clerks to help at the circulation desk,
freeing up the other librarians to step away from the desk to help patrons. This has
turned out to be a very positive move. One of our part-time librarians is now in her
first semester of library school, which will add to the three librarians currently on staff
who hold the Masters of Library & Information Science degree. We feel fortunate to
have this level of expertise on staff. The energy of the entire staff has helped to grow
some wonderful programs for adults and children at the Library.

Two new library board members filled vacancies in 2016-17, Erin Jones and Andrew
Kahler. Both have great insight to contribute to our board. In the name of continuous
improvement our library board recently conducted a self-evaluation of the board and is
now pursuing a board goal of learning more about innovative libraries and how the
future of public libraries is taking shape.

The Waverly Public Library
grows young readers
and offers a comfortable place for all people
to explore ideas and spark imagination.
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With special attention to the Every Child Ready to Read initiative, we made efforts to
extend our outreach and to get the word out through advertising at the Waverly
Palace Theater, with Direct State Aid funding. Our message to parents and caregivers
is to talk to your pre-schooler constantly — sing to them, read to them, play with

them. It is so important to their success in kindergarten, when they have a “bucketful”
of words and experiences to take with them as they learn to read. The Library’s
involvement with the Bremer County Community Partners has offered us new
opportunities to be involved with different groups of children in the community,
perhaps children who don’t often visit the library.

The Waverly Public Library Foundation and private donors made it possible to
rebuild the water feature in the Library gardens at the end of the summer in 2016.
Since then a memorial bench has been added by another private donor, and this space

continues to grow as place of solace and learning for the whole community.

The highlight of the summer of 2017 may have been the solar eclipse in August. Over
two hundred people showed up at the Library to watch the eclipse unfold. It was a
once-in-a-lifetime learning opportunity, and a great end to a monumental year!

Sincerely,

Sarah Meyer-Reyerson, Library Director
Waverly Public Library

smeyer(@waverly.lib.ia.us

The Waverly Public Library
grows young readers

and offers a comfortable place for all people
to explore ideas and spark imagination.
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WPL Children's Summer Reading Program

Recap

A big thank you to all the
businesses and organizations
that sponsored parts of the
program and especially to the
Friends of Waverly Public

Library!

Attendance for Events:

Wednesday Programs = 1204
Read And Feed = 496

Story Times = 480

Toddler Times = 282
Retrieving Freedom = 117
Family Fun Nights = 542
Preschool Visits = 1266
Summer Feeding = 201

Book Club = 48

Full STEAM Ahead! = 297

® ® 8 & ° ® 9 o @ »

» Total Attendance = 4,933

Big Equipment Bash!

Grand Prize Winners:
Kyrah Yanda (Birth -2)
Kamille Thompson (Pre-K)
Riley Duncan (K-4th)

BIKES
(Provided by Nancy Greenlee

Memorial)






Teen Summer Reading Program 2017
1 90 teens | . |

registered for the
reading program!

(Up from 175 last year)
i [

Grand Prize Winners:
Ellie Neuendorf

Andrew Cummer
Tanner Nuss
Nick Barber

Isaiah Myrmo

Kaitlyn Myrma

Network Nirvana
(New Minecraft Program)

« 4-week series

- Average attendance
= 30 teens/week

« Underwater City

« All on same server

« Team challenges

Mason Ellerbroak
Will Potter
Kiara Djourmessi

Bella Feldhake

Program Attendance:
Flash Mob — 45

Pizza & Painting — 60
Silent Library — 45
Team Building — 50
Model UN — 26
Box Fort Wars — 62
Glow Nerf Night — 80
Puzzle Compelition — 20

868

BOOKS

this summer!

Cupcake Wars — 65

Deal or No Deal—28

Lip Sync/Karacke—55
Total — 536

A BIG THANK YOU
to the
Friends of the WPL
and the businesses

that help support the

Teen Summer
Reading Program!
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un.tangle
Tuesday. June 13th

6:30 pm
Freel
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Tuesday, June 20th

@ 6:30 pm
‘Test your trivia knowledge with us.

adults attended one of our
5 special programs

Coloring & Zentangle — 10
Trivia Night — 20
Build a Better BLT — 13
Puzzle Competition — 31
BINGO! — 31

BINGO NIGHT
Tuesday, July 18th
Adult Summer Reading Program

112

adults registered for

the reading program
(Almost 2x as many as 2016!)

Grand Prize
included:

Library card due data scarl
Portable USB charger

Stainlass stesl travel mug

Fraa night stay at Cobblestane Inn in Waverly
Two tickets to a show at the Gallagher Bluedom
$10.00 gift certficale lo Renewed Purpose
$10.00 gift certificata 1o Wild Carrot

$25,00 MasterCard qift card from State Bank

Two quest passes to the W

Canvas tofe bag

Grand Prize Winner:
Sigrid Brus

A BIG THANK YOU

to the

Friends of the Waverly Public Library

and the area huisinesses for their continued support of the

Adult Summer Reading Program.
We could not do it without you!






