
About Waverly’s 3rd Street SE “Green” Bridge 
The 3rd Street SE “Green” Bridge is notable for its role in 
the development of both Waverly and Bremer County, and 
additionally for its distinctive place in transportation history 
within the state of Iowa. Known as the Harmon Street Bridge in 
early years, this distinctively designed truss bridge was completed 
in 1917 under the direction of the Bremer County Board of 
Supervisors.

The bridge met Waverly’s need to have a second crossing over 
the Cedar River due to the expanding population of the city. 
It provided an alternative route to connect the downtown 
commercial district to a growing residential neighborhood on the 
community’s south side. Its construction was one of the most 
significant Iowa pre-World War I transportation improvements 
and was part of the evolution of the Iowa State Highway 
Commission’s increasing efforts to standardize bridge safety and 
efficiency throughout the state.

The bridge was painted green in 1962 and became known 
thereafter as the “Green Bridge.” It was accepted for placement 
on the National Historic Register in 2018. The Waverly City 
Council has empowered the Historic Preservation Commission 
(WHPC) to initiate honoring this historically significant 
transportation landmark. Visit the City of Waverly’s website at 
waverlyia.com/whpc to learn more about the WHPC.

Bridge Memorial Project and Fund
A public artwork will become one of the project’s primary 
elements with the assistance of this fundraising campaign. The 
“Visionary Sightseeing Binoculars” is a public art project by artist 
Rebecca Hackemann. It consists of what looks like a sightseeing 
binocular but is in fact a stereoscope containing four historical 
images showing the past and present of the bridge. The binoculars 
will be installed in South Riverside Park near the bike trail and 
playground, facing the bridge’s original location across the river. 
Additional information will be available via an interactive app.

In order to make this project become a reality, your help is 
needed. This fund was established through the Bremer County 
Community Foundation and donations will supplement money 
allocated by the Waverly City Council for signage and plaques. All 
contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law. Gifts of $100 
or more will entitle donors to a permanent name listing on site. To 
learn more, contact the Community Foundation at 319-287-9106 
or info@cfneia.org.

An affiliate of the Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa which is 
confirmed in compliance with National Standards for U.S. Community 
Foundations.

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________________

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip  

Phone  

Email       _______

My gift is made in honor/memory of:      

__________________________________________________    

Make checks payable to:  
Fund to Honor Waverly’s 3rd Street SE “Green” Bridge

Please send checks to:
Community Foundation of Northeast Iowa
3117 Greenhill Circle
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Gifts can also be made on our secure webpage at 
fund.cfneia.org/greenbridge

c I would like information about additional giving 
opportunities such as stock gifts, retirement assets, etc. 

c  I would like to learn more about leaving a gift in my will 
or estate plan.

A fund held with the

Yes! I want to support the Fund to Honor Waverly’s 3rd Street SE “Green” Bridge by making a gift.

Fund to Honor Waverly’s 3rd Street SE “Green” Bridge

www.waverlyia.com/whpc
https://fund.cfneia.org/greenbridge

