Study Session Meeting Minutes
August 28 2006~ 7:00 p.m.
A.

CALL TO ORDER.
A Study Session of the Waverly City Council was held on
August 28, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.
Mayor Pro Tem Grace presided. Council members present were: Cyndi Ecker,
Gary Grace, Duane Liddle, Gene Lieb, Fred Ribich, Connie Rasmussen, and
Gary Boorom. Absent: None

1.

Approve Agenda as Printed or Add Items for Discussion Only.
Moved By: Rasmussen
That the agenda for this Council meeting as prepared is hereby approved.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0

B.

PUBLIC HEARINGS.

C.

TABLED ITEMS.

D.

CONSENT AGENDA.
1.
Pay Request from Iowa Northland Regional Council of Governments in the
amount of $408.02 for the Housing Rehab.
2.
Pay Request from Northland Regional Council of Governments in the amount of
$354.72 for the Lead Based Paint II.
3.
Pay Request from Design Alliance, Inc. in the amount of $2,692.54 for the
Waverly Public Service Facility.
Moved By: Boorom
Items 1-3 on the Consent Agenda are hereby approved.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0

E.

REGULAR BUSINESS.
1.
Resolution 06-64, A Resolution Approving a Change in Performance
Guarantee for the Sidewalk within Rolling Hills First Addition.
The performance guarantee covers the installation of all remaining sidewalks to
be installed and will extend the completion time two years for all the sidewalks
to be installed.
Moved By: Ecker
Resolution 06-64, A Resolution Approving a Change in Performance Guarantee
for the Sidewalk within Rolling Hills First Addition is hereby approved.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0
2.
Summary of the City Administrator’s Evaluation.
Moved By: Ribich
The summary of the City Administrator’s Evaluation is hereby approved.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0
STUDY SESSION.
1.
Review Utility Extension Policies to New Subdivisions.
Representatives of Qwest, Mediacom, Mid American Energy and Waverly Light
and Power were present to review their policies regarding utility extensions to
new subdivisions.

F.

Mr. Doug Nix of Mediacom asked that the City get plans to them three months
in advance. The plans are sent to the division and corporate office for their
approval and then they are sent to the Head office for design. Mediacom is
behind and is trying to resolve personnel issues at the local level. The City
encourages their timeliness in resolving said issues. There are no up-front fees
to developers for cable installation in new subdivisions.
Mike Whitney informed Council that Waverly Light and Power keeps materials
on hand to minimize service interruption to new subdivisions. In the past, WLP
did charge developers or contractors for electric distribution to new subdivisions
but does not now. There would be a charge to a property owner if their service
extension is over 100 feet.
Mr. Ben Murphy stated that Qwest does not charge a developer if the service
line cost per lot in the new subdivision is less than $527.00. Qwest does
charge developers if lots are an excessive size or if the lot materials slows
down installation process. Mr. Murphy confirmed that it usually takes less than
a month to complete all necessary procedures to begin service installation. City
Administrator Crayne expressed his concerns with timeliness of Qwest’s service
and communication. It is more common for the developer to notify Qwest of
service installation but it would be helpful for the City to have all platted
right-of-ways, easements in place to expedite the process.
Trent Poppe and Craig Meyer were present to review policies for Mid American
Energy’s extensions to new subdivisions. Mr. Poppe stated that if the City
e-mailed plats to Mid American there would be a response within a couple of
weeks. All Utility Representatives present agreed that scheduling prohibits
common trenching. He reviewed Mid American Energy’s refundable and nonrefundable gas distribution extension agreements. The developer or contractor
agrees to pay upfront a construction tariff for each lot. Rebates are based on
three years of net revenue and are good for ten years. Up to this point
Mid American Energy has not been charging contractors because lot sales
moved quickly but now there has been a slowdown in the housing market so
Mid American has restarted its practice of charging developers and contractors
a construction tariff. Copper Ridge 2nd and 3rd Addition does not have gas
distribution extension and any other subsequent additions would have a greater
upfront infrastructure cost.
Discussion followed state and national utility franchises.
Administrator Crayne stated that he would like to improve communication with
Qwest and Mediacom in order to provide Waverly citizens with timely service.
G.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS.
1.
Boards and Commissions.
2.
Reports.
3.
Communications.

H.

VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENTS.
Kathy Kremer and Randy Herman of 2300 12th Street NW voiced their concern
with City zoning laws. They had built their home in 2003 with an engineered
foundation that would withstand potential flooding. Last year the lot next door was
purchased and the owner is putting a used double-wide mobile home on it. He is
also installing a tie-down system foundation and his home could be lifted off said

system and potentially cause damage to Ms. Kremer’s home. The neighboring lot
owner is also in violation of three provisions of the Schulz’s Addition Covenants.
Ms. Kremer and Mr. Herman have engaged legal counsel to stop the construction
of the neighboring foundation. City Attorney Carney informed
Ms. Kremer and Mr. Herman that the City cannot discriminate against any
manufactured housing. Zoning Administrator Passmore stated that the footings
comply with the minimum City code standards and a standard flood plain
application was filed. Mr. Passmore will review with the Planning and Zoning
Commission City Code standards regarding manufactured housing and
foundations systems compatible with surrounding structures.
Council thanked Alek Wipperman for his participation as Guest Councilperson for
August.
I.

EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Discuss the purchase of particular real estate only where premature disclosure
could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body
would have to pay for that property.
Moved By: Ribich
To enter into closed session is hereby approved.
Yes: 6
No: 1(Liddle)
Absent: 0
Moved By: Ribich
To reenter into open session is hereby approved.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Absent: 0

J.

ADJOURNMENT.
Moved By: Boorom
That the City Council Meeting be adjourned.
Yes: 7
No: 0
Council adjourned at 9:28 P. M.

Absent: 0

_______________________________
Gary Grace, Mayor Pro-Tem
Attest:
________________________________
Jo-Ellen Raap, City Clerk

